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Tidings

We are Here to Share God’s Love

CONTACT INFORMATION

920/865-7595 Website: www.peacelc.org
Fax:
920/865-7099 E-Mail: ChurchInfo@peacelc.org
PASTORS:
Don Behrendt 920-434-0282
PastorDon@peacelc.org
Stuart Dornfeld 920-615-1363
PastorStuart@peacelc.org
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR: Jim Justman
Jim@peacelc.org
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Melissa Huber
Melissa@peacelc.org
TREASURER: Deb Bohm
Deb@peacelc.org
PARISH NURSE: Marsha J.M. Rozmiarek Nursemarsha@peacelc.org
WORSHIP ORGANIST:
Karen Rafn
920-865-4429
jkrafn@hotmail.com
SR. CHOIR & HAND BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR:
Mary Brunner 920-676-7235
marymusic1mb@gmail.com
YOUTH CHOIR DIRECTOR:
Megan Dornfeld
megweber15@hotmail.com
CUSTODIAN: Bob DeBroux 920-660-4423
PEACEFUL BEGINNINGS CHRISTIAN CHILDCARE CENTER
Julie Frase, Director 920-865-4280 peacefulbeginnings@netnet.net
Telephone:

WORSHIP TIMES
Sunday Mornings at
8:00, 9:20 & 10:30 am
Thursday evenings
7:00 pm
Holy Communion is celebrated the
first and third Sundays of the
month and the preceding
Thursday service.

Committee Assignments:
Building and Grounds: Mike Masar
Technology Committee: Al Williams
Life and Growth: Sandy Nordman
Parish Education: Robin Wasielewski
Staffing: Connie Fleigle, Rick Castner
Ministry Support: Dennis Schwenke, Kevin Tews & Mark Wernicke
Worship: Debbie Bohm & Linda Will
Youth: Kevin Johnson & Nikki Gerth
Parish Health Ministry: Lee Schubert
Feel free to contact these Committee Chairs.
Their phone numbers are to the right of this page. They are here to
help serve YOU, the members of Peace Lutheran Church.

CHURCH
COUNCIL
2018
Rick Castner
920-869-8505
Nikki Gerth
920-819-0267
Kevin Johnson
920-822-1542
Mike Masar
920-865-7289
Sandy Nordman
920-609-4301
Lee Schubert
920-655-2729
Dennis Schwenke
Vice President
920-869-1388

Keeping you connected!
Newsletter & Bulletins
Tidings Newsletter is available in print and online at www.peacelc.org, Peace Church App
(download it for free at Google Play or the App Store) or follow the Tidings link on the weekly
e-letter. The deadline for newsletter submissions is December 11th for the January issue.
Call (920) 865-7595 or send information to Melissa@peacelc.org. If you wish to opt out of
the hardcopy of Tidings, please contact the church office to be removed from the mailing.
The church bulletin is used to circulate news regarding Peace Church worship, fellowship and
servant activities. Please have bulletin articles in by NOON on Tuesdays, so we have time to
create, proof and print the bulletin. Thank you!

Communication Channels
Stay in touch by email. You can use the email addresses on the back page of the newsletter
and on the homepage of our website to contact us. Let us know your email address so that we
can contact you!
If you have a connection to NET cable in Pulaski, turn to Channel 2 and see if you can find
Peace Worship. It’s there . . . sometimes!

Visit www.enterthebible.org
At “enterthebible.org” you’ll find a wealth of resources to help you grow in your faith, add
depth to your Bible studies and truly discover the people, places and events of the Bible.
Think of “Enter the Bible” as your guide, a helpful reference tool to accompany you in your
reading of the Bible.
Visit often! It’s available anytime; everywhere you can connect to the Internet.

Kevin Tews
920-562-4808
Robin Wasielewski
920-676-0314
Mark Wernicke
President
920-822-1065
Linda Will
920-494-8679
Al Williams
920-662-1242
Debbie Bohm
Treasurer
920-680-8374

•
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. . No Matter When or Where

My wife and I attended Christmas Eve worship with the people of Trinity Lutheran Church
in Long Lake, Minnesota in 1976. We’d been married in their building that summer. During
the service I wondered what it would be like celebrating Christmas in Lander, Wyoming the
following year. We would be on internship and I was certain that would be my internship
assignment.
It wasn’t. Christmas of 1977 was celebrated with the people of Unity Lutheran Church in
Milwaukee. It’s a long and convoluted story, but that’s where we interned.

Pastor’s Page

1978 found us celebrating at my wife’s home church in Lyndale, Minnesota. We knew the
next year would find us in my first call congregation. There was absolutely no way we could
have known that would be tiny Trinity Lutheran Church in Pell Lake, WI near Lake Geneva.
Three years and a son later, we joined the people of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Neenah for
the first of six Christmas celebrations. Then came December of 1988. We had been at Peace
Church for eleven days when we celebrated Christmas Eve with one service and a full house
of 250 people.
30 years later we will do that one more time. We know that this will be the last Christmas
for me to help lead worship as one of the pastors at Peace Lutheran Church.
Next year??? Maybe we’ll be at Trinity Church in Waupaca sitting in the cheap seats as my
son and his colleagues lead that congregation in worship. Maybe. And after that???
None of us really knows where we will be on Christmas Eve . . . or even tomorrow. We can
be sure that wherever we may be the message will always be the same. God loved us so
much that he sent to his Son to be with us, share with us, die for us and be raised for us.
Jesus came to bring us the promise of
forgiveness, eternal life and never
ending love. It’s message that goes
beyond space and time, a message that
changes hearts and lives.
If you’re here on Christmas Eve, we
can celebrate together. Wherever you
may be this Christmas or any Christmas
to come, we can and will celebrate
together. It’s not about the place,
it’s about love and love is shared
everywhere and always. Have a
blessed Christmas!

Peace & Joy+

The star…

Came to rest
over
the

place
where the child was.
Matthew 2:9

When You Miss Worship
Have you been unable to join us for worship lately? When you’re curled around
your computer on a cold winter night, take a trip to www.peacelc.org.

Causely
December

Did you know you can read, listen to and even watch the sermons you miss?
Find our website www.peacelc.org. Click on “Sermons” on the top of the
homepage. You get to choose the format you want; video, audio or text (click
on “download file” and “notes”).

If you haven’t heard of
Reach by Causely, here's
how it works... Causely
makes a donation to a great
cause every time people
check-in (Facebook or
Instagram tag) at our location
(Peace Lutheran Church).
To learn more about Causely
visit causely.com/our-good.

All your gifts supporting your church are appreciated. Year-end gifts are
very much appreciated, too. Get them in on or before December 31st so they
can be recorded on your 2018 giving statement. Any extra gift you could
give would help us end this year well and start 2019 ready for a strong year
of sharing God’s love.

This December, for the
holiday season, we will
partner with Books for
Africa to provide ageappropriate books to kids in
Tanzania. Every 5 check-ins
or reviews on Facebook, and
tags on Instagram this month
will provide the gift of a
book to a child.

January 12th, 2019 is the date set for the Ski Trip for high school and college
age students. Younger students must be accompanied by an adult. Lift ticket,
lunch, and transportation cost is $44. Add on ski/snowboard rental for
$10. Add a lesson for $20 (minimum participants needed for lessons).
Sign up in the office before December 13th! Please pick up your forms and
payment envelopes in the church office and complete them before sign up.
The bus will load from Peace at 6:15 am and should return about 7:30 pm.
Friends are welcome! Hope to see you there.

Books For Africa believes
that education is the great
equalizer in the world, and
books are at the foundation
of a strong educational
system. Access to an
education is one of the only
opportunities young people
have to end the cycle of
poverty and attain a better
quality of life than previous
generations. By giving the
gift of reading to a child, you
are not only opening up a
world of opportunity, but
you are also giving them a
lifetime of joy.
You can add #givebooks
when you check in to
promote the cause. For
more information about
this month’s charity, check
out booksforafrica.org.
Thanks you in advance to
everyone for checking in this
Christmas season!

Year-End Gifts

Ski Brule MERGE Ski Trip

Piece By Peace Quilters
Piece by Peace Quilters have completed 375 blankets this past year. We have
shipped 275 to Lutheran World Relief and 77 were distributed to the shelters
in our area. We have received donations of fabric, yarn, sheets, and thread to
help complete them; thanks to every who helped accomplish this. We can
always use donations to purchase the batting for them and donations are
appreciated. A special thank you to Richard Owen who keeps our scissors
sharp and also hems many of the blankets. The group meets on Thursday
mornings from 9:00 am to noon each week. If you are interested in helping,
just stop in or contact Mary Pasch, 822-5528.

Prayer Chain
You can be a part of our ministry of prayer. If you are interested in being part
of the email prayer chains, contact the church office by phone (865-7595) or
by email, pastordon@peacelc.org. Use that phone number or email address to
share prayer requests, too. If you are not receiving your emails, please check
with your email/ internet provider. Emails sent to many recipients are often
flagged by them as spam. You may contact the church office for assistance.

Thrivent Choice Dollars
We would like to remind Thrivent Members they may assign their Thrivent
Choice dollars to Peace Lutheran Church as their local non-profit
organization.

Join us for
Christmas Worship
Sunday, December 16th – 8:00 & 9:20 Worship
Sunday School Christmas Program – 10:30 am
Thursday, December 20th – Thursday Evening
Advent IV worship – 7:00 pm
Sunday, December 23rd – 8:00, 9:20 & 10:30 am –
Advent IV worship - No Sunday School
Monday, December 24th - Christmas Eve Worship –
3:00, 5:00, 7:00 & 9:00 pm
Tuesday, December 25th – Christmas Day - 9:30 am
Thursday, December 27th – Thursday Evening Worship – 7:00 pm
Sunday, December 30th – 9:30 am – No Sunday School

Threatening Weather
We “almost” never cancel Sunday worship and rarely cancel other events. If, however, the weather is threatening
and you wonder if worship or church events will be cancelled check the website: www.peacelc.org OR call the
church: 865-7595.

Watch for cancellations on the following radio and television stations:
•

WFRV-TV Channel 5, NBC 26, WLUK - Fox 11, WBAY - TV 2 •
(websites also)

•

Greenbaypressgazette.com

•

Postcrescent.com

•

WAPL 105.6 or sapl.com

•

WZOR 94.7 or razor947.com

WHBY 1150 or whby.com

•

WSCO 1570 or am1570thescore.com

•

WECB 104.3 or 1043thebreeze.com

•

WKSZ 95.9 or 959kissfm.com

•

WCUB 980 or cubradio.com

•

WLTU 92.1

Christmas Gift Ideas
Share a gift with the hungry. The “Hunger Carts” are always in the three main entryways. Bring in gifts of
nonperishable food and we’ll share them with the Pulaski Area Food Pantry.
Money is a great gift. You can use the Hunger Box on the wall in the Gathering Space near the office door and
the Hunger Envelopes on the table in the Gathering Space to share a gift with hungry people around the world.
Thanks to all of you who used the Pig and Barn Banks to share your gifts, too. Feel free to use the Hunger Banks all
year long.
Christmas takes place in Africa, too. We’ll receive a
special offering for the TPC Congregation in Tanzania on
Thursday, December 27th & Sunday, December 30th. All
the money not in offering envelopes will be sent to help
our African Brothers and Sisters celebrate the gift of Jesus.
All the money received in Sunday School
envelopes is being sent to help Sunday School children
at St. Emmanuel Church in Liberia. Use your offering
envelopes even on the Sundays when there is no Sunday
School and help African kids.

“Christmas is not as much about opening our presents as opening our hearts.”
—Janice Maeditere

Celebrating Christmas with a Christmas
Gift for Your Church
God gave us the gift of Jesus. We invite you to give gifts to God, too. One way you can
give gifts to God is through your gifts to Peace Church.
We know you appreciate all God has given you, especially as we prepare to celebrate the
birth of our Lord. One way you can share your appreciation is by giving to God through the
ministry of your church. Your gifts of money in the “Regular” and “Mortgage Reduction”
envelopes help us do that work in this place. You can use the Giving Kiosk and your
“Simply Giving” gifts to do that, too.
To those of you using “Simply Giving”: Would you think about possibly increasing your
offering amount for 2019? Peace continues to grow and that’s a great thing. Our financial
needs continue to grow to and your help is so very much appreciated.

We’re Here to Share God’s Love!!! You help make that happen. Please continue to help us
do God’s work. If you can, increase your gifts to God through Peace Church. When? There
is no time like NOW.

Poinsettia & Christmas Gifts
This Christmas season honor a loved one by purchasing a poinsettia to decorate the
church for Christmas OR by making a monetary donation directed to the Homeless
Shelters or World Hunger Relief.
The cost for a poinsettia is $15.00 for 6.5 inch pots. Colors available are: red, white,
pink, or marble. Ordering information and envelopes are located on the table outside
the small chapel.

Flowers orders will be taken through December 9th.

The Endowment Committee
is pleased to introduce our
new Endowment Fund Logo.
Our thanks to Sandy
Nordman for sharing her
creative talents.

Christmas Gifts for NEW Shelter
This Christmas season, Peace Lutheran Church will partner with
the NEW Shelter, downtown Green Bay, to share the spirit of
Christmas. Sunday School students and adult members are invited
to donate to those less fortunate in the Green Bay area by visiting
the Christmas tree in the Gathering Space. The ornaments on this
tree will state a shelter need. Please take an ornament, make a gift
purchase and return your offering to the tree, as you are able.
Contributions are welcome through December 15th.

The Giving Tree Christmas Store
Full Circle has collaborated with The Giving Tree of Howard and
will collect gifts for their holiday store again this year. There is a
tree set up in the donut room. You will find lists of needed gift
items by this tree. As you are able, purchase gifts (unwrapped,
please) and leave them at church by the tree. Gifts are DUE
December 2nd.

ELCA Good Gifts Tree
Your Gift.
Your Legacy.
The Endowment
Fund.
Did you know you can have a lasting
impact on our future ministry by
making a gift now or in your will?
Your support of the Peace Lutheran
Church Endowment Fund makes it
possible to expand our mission and
ministry outreach now, and well
into the future.

Together we can make a positive
difference in someone’s life. Your
giving is a powerful gift. Thank you.
If you would like more information
on the Endowment Fund, pick up the
Endowment Fund Trifold on the
table in the gathering area, or contact
an Endowment Committee member.

In the Gathering Space, near the Guest Book, you will find a
Christmas tree decorated with ornaments for the ELCA’s “Good
Gifts” program. If you’d like to take part in the program, take an
ornament (or two of three) and bring the donation that matches the
amount(s) on the ornament(s) to the church office. Make your
check out to Peace Lutheran Church and let us know what your
ornament is paying for . . . i.e. a goat, mosquito net, pig, etc. Then
take the ornament home and hang it on your tree or give it to
someone as a very special Christmas gift!

Notes of Thanks
Full Circle would like to thank the congregation and staff of
Peace Lutheran church for a great year of collaboration and giving.
During the month of November alone, your generosity and service
provided food to area pantries, coats for kids and groceries for the
meal prepared by Full Circle to the visitors and residents of the
NEW Shelter. Thank you for supporting their outreach and
sharing God’s love in our community.
Thanks to all the people for cards & prayers when my son and
sister passed away. Thank you for all your kindness.
~Ruth Zimmerman & family
Peace Lutheran,
Thanks for giving me the chance to go to Camp
Luther this year and years past.

Sincerely, Joshua James Erickson

Women’s Evening
Wednesday Morning Bible Study Bible Study
Every Wednesday at 10:00 am, meet with Pastor Stuart to connect
with God and each other over coffee & the Word. We will read and
discuss the Bible passages that the pastors will preach on during
worship the upcoming Sunday. Reading ahead of time is not
required. Men and women are welcome to join anytime. Drop in!

Men’s Bible Study
Join us at Julie’s Café every Wednesday from 6:30 am - 7:30 am
for study of scripture on Sunday’s sermon text, a delicious breakfast
and good Christian fellowship!

The Women’s Evening Bible Study Group
meets December 10th at 7:00 pm. Women
of all ages are welcome!

Katie’s Circle
Katie’s Circle meets on the second Tuesday
of the month at 1:00 pm. We share in the
Bible study found in Gather magazine. In
addition to the Bible study, the group is
involved in several outreach projects.

NEW - Couples Bible Study Group
Are you looking to deepen your faith and build relationships with our church? Small couples groups are forming to
create those connections and start faith discussions. If you are interested in being part of a group, or maybe even
leading one, please contact Tonya Kabele at tonya.kabele@gmail.com or the church office at 865-7595.

“The Bible is the cradle wherein Christ is laid.”

—Martin Luther

Update from TPC Church
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I’m writing this email to you informing changes made by our diocese.
I’m Pastor Robson Mmanga, I have worked as a pastor for 20 years in
different parishes within our diocese. I’m glad to meet you and hope
we’re going to make another connection and create our partnership to
be more effective and to glorify the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
I’ll keep writing now and then so as to keep our
partnership alive hoping that you will enjoy our
communication and sometimes, our conversation.

May our God bless you abundantly and please pass
on our greetings from Moshi, Tanzania!
Thank you,
Pastor Mmanga

Small Bible Study in Tanzania at TPC
Church. ~Photo credit - Pastor Mmanga

St. John’s Memorial Service
The Homeless Persons’ Interfaith Memorial Service will be Thursday, December 20th, 7:00 pm, St. John the Evangelist Parish, 413 St. John St., Green Bay. As we near the longest night of the year, communities across our country
take time to remember those who have died while living on the streets; we come together in remembrance of all
those who died this past year. We gather in solidarity, near and far, in prayer for the wisdom and energy to continue
our efforts to impact the changes needed to insure the basic needs and human rights of all people are met.

PEACE Kids Choir

Practice Schedule

Every Monday from 6:00 pm - 6:45 pm for the months of
All Sunday School & Power Hour students, ages 6 December and April
and above are welcome to join kids choir.
January, February, March - Winter Break
We will be learning new songs each month
First Practice after break: Monday April 1
with just three or four practices designated for
each song.
Sunday Morning Singing Dates
Bad Weather - If school is canceled or let out
early due to poor weather conditions, Monday
night choir practice will be canceled.
For more information contact Megan
Dornfeld - megweber15@hotmail.com

Sunday, December 16 (10:30 only for Christmas Program)
Monday, December 24 (Christmas Eve 3:00 pm and 5:00 pm
services with potluck in between)
Sunday April 28 (week after Easter)

Bell Choir & Vocal Choir
Bell Choir practices Mondays, 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm in the worship area. If you can read music, you can play bells!
Vocal Choir practices Wednesdays, from 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm in the worship area.
New members are always welcome to join our choirs! Attend a practice to see what Choir at Peace Lutheran is
like or email director, Mary Brunner for more information: marymusic1mb@gmail.com.

“O music … thou hast taught us to see with our ears and hear with our hearts.”
—Kahlil Gibran

Reminders for Hooray for Baby Jesus

PEACE Christmas Program: 3-year-old - 1st grade
•
•
•
•

WHEN: Sunday, December 16th - 10:30 am
Kids need to arrive at the regular time, 9:20 am on December 16th for practice. Start in classrooms.
Wear holiday attire. No additional costumes needed.
Bring cookies (nut-free)!

Christmas We’re on the Air!

PEACE Christmas Program: Grades 2-5
Important dates at a glance:
December 2nd - Microphone practice for children with speaking parts and solos only - 5:30pm-7:00pm
December 9th - Run program during Sunday School - 9:20-10:15
December 16th - Practice - 9:15-10:15 during Sunday School time & Sunday School Christmas Program during
the 10:30 service
Students with a speaking part, or special music part, MUST be able to make:
1. December 2nd microphone practice from 5:30-7:00
2. December 9th and December 16th rehearsal and program dates and times listed above.
3. Be willing to practice and memorize lines at home with the help of family members
We are looking forward to working with your kids again to create the wonderful story of Jesus’ birth, and what it
means for our lives! For regular updates, like our Facebook page, Peace Lutheran Church Christmas Program.

Confirmation - 7th & 8th Grades
December 5 - Servant Session - See Guides for information
12 - Learning Session - 6:30 - 8:00 pm
19 - Learning Session - 6:30 - 8:00 pm
26 - No Classes

Whenever students will not be able
to make a session or activity, please
inform one of your child’s Guide(s) or
one of the pastors.
For more information about the
confirmation program here at Peace
Lutheran, email Pastor Stuart at
pastorstuart@peacelc.org.

“There is no ideal Christmas; only the one Christmas you decide to make as a
reflection of your values, desires, affections, traditions.”
—Bill McKibben

Sunday School Update
A BIG SHOUT OUT to Megan Dornfeld and Amy Kopp and their respective teams for planning and preparing for
the upcoming Christmas Programs! All have been working tirelessly to prepare the children. The children have
been doing an awesome job learning their songs and speaking parts. Connect on Facebook to keep up with what is
happening, hear the music and study the movements learned. Search “Peace Lutheran Church Christmas Program”.
The programs will be Sunday, December 16th, at 10:30 am. All children should meet, as normal, at 9:15 am on
the 16th. A cookie social will follow the programs. Please bring 1-2 dozen treats (nut-free) to share and your sweet
tooth! Goodies can be dropped off in the large fellowship hall that Sunday morning. Coffee, milk and water will
be available also.

There are many great Advent activities you can do with your child(ren). Search online for activities and also visit
sites like Pinterest.
Please note that we will not meet for Sunday School on December 23rd or December 30th. Enjoy the holidays!
Sunday School will resume on January 6th, 2019.
Extreme Bingo will be on January 6th! The Scanlan Family hosts 5K through 5th grade and Power Hour in a funfilled Sunday, playing bingo with religious-themed questions that fit each grade level. For all you ‘after Christmas
clearance shoppers’, the Sunday School Steering Committee is looking for small “prizes”! The prizes don’t need
to be expensive, but should be age appropriate. Donations can be dropped in the church office prior to January 6th
or on the day of the event! Thank you. We appreciate it!
When we resume classes in January, the children will learn about John the Baptist, Jesus’ Temptation in the
Wilderness and Sermon on the Mount. A big thank you to all the teachers, helpers and openers who dedicate
their time to help with Sunday School. You’re all much appreciated. PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER
HELPING. WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE ANOTHER 4TH GRADE TEACHER AND ANOTHER 3-YR-OLD
TEACHER to finish out the school year (Sunday School concludes May 5th).
Thank you to the Power Hour students and leaders for packing goodie boxes and making cards for the college and
military personnel.
Our Sunday School has implemented a fire safety procedure. There is a copy on the Sunday School information
table in the large fellowship hall if you wish to review it. Each classroom also has a plan posted. Please note that
in case of a fire evacuation, the classes will meet out by the fire pit (north side of church). You MUST sign your
child out, with their teacher, before taking them from the group.
There are a number of students attending Sunday School that do not have an updated registration form on file.
Please see your child’s teacher to either update and sign last year’s form or complete a new form located in the
narthex or online and turn into your child’s teacher or church office. Thank you.
Please remember that your child(ren) can start Sunday School at any time! Guests are also welcome to
attend. Any questions or concerns, contact the church office or Laura Ruotsala at momoftwo@new.rr.com.

Youth & Family Ministry
Madeline L’Engle wrote these words. It’s called
A Time Like This:

It was a time like this
war and tumult of war,
a horror in the air.
Hungry yawned the abyss—
and yet there came the star
and the child most wonderfully there.

And in a time like this
how celebrate his birth
when all things fall apart?
Ah! Wonderful it is
with no room on the earth
the stable is our heart.

It was a time like this
of fear and lust of power,
license and greed and blight—
and yet the Prince of bliss
came in the darkest hour
in quiet and silent light.

Pastor Stuart

~

Guarding the front of the nativity
scene under the Christmas tree
was small armored figure with
tape over its mouth. When asked
who it was, Kyle said, “That’s the
silent knight!”

Upcoming events
December 9th, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm MERGE High School Fellowship
December 16th, 10:30 am, Sunday School Christmas Program
January 20th, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm MERGE High School Fellowship

Family Devotion

For Christmas this year, we all like to give gifts, but how about making
your own Christmas cards for the people in your family? You can help the little ones to make the
cards and I hope it would be a good way to show your love in your writing and drawings!

Family Movie
Watch all 3 versions of “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”. The old cartoon, the Jim Carrey
version and the new Benedict Cumberbatch version! They are all really good in different ways,
and they can lead you into deeper meaning for your Christmas season and they will make you
laugh...and cry.

A Book to Read with Your Children
Pull out your children’s Bibles and read the stories of the birth of Jesus. Check out the differences
in a Good News version of the Bible too in the gospel of Matthew and Luke and celebrate the birth
of the Christ child in that way!

From the Desk of Nurse Marsha
LONG “TO DO” LISTS; DECORATIONS, CLEANING, WRAP PRESENTS…
OH MY! What can we do to decrease our stress levels this Holiday season? I read
this EXCELLENT article by Living Compass’ Dr. Scott Stoner’s Weekly Words of
Wellness and would like to share it with all of you!

Holidays and Traffic Signs

“Several people have shared with me in the last twenty-four hours that they are already stressing about the
holidays. One person said they wished they could wake up tomorrow and it would be January 1st and the holidays
would be behind them. The holidays can indeed be a stressful time, and so a little psychological and spiritual
preparation can go a long way to making them a more pleasant experience.
I have made several road trips recently for work, and I have found some wisdom that might help with holiday
stress in a rather unlikely source-- road construction signs. My favorite one so far is, "Stay alert! Traffic pattern
changed ahead." True to the sign, the lanes on the interstate had shifted due to construction, and because it was
a road I drive frequently, the sign was helpful in alerting me to the changed conditions.

This sign is excellent advice for the holidays, a time when we are faced with the reality that the patterns in our
families may have naturally and predictably shifted over time. Grief and loss are not uncommon during the
holidays as we can't help but realize that things are different than they used to be. Previous patterns around the
holidays have changed, and the old familiar roads look different now.
Another sign I saw was, "Major delays ahead-Alternate Routes Suggested." Sometimes we just need to be flexible
and be open to taking a different route. If we have young children, or even a teenager, in the family we will have
to do things differently than we did a few years ago. We will have to adjust accordingly, taking "a new route" to
help everyone have fun and enjoy being together.
"Construction traffic may be entering ahead, be ready to yield," is another sign I saw that can be helpful wisdom
for the holidays. The ability to be flexible and to be able to yield will always serve us well, but especially so this
time of year. And something that will help us to be able to yield is the advice seen when approaching any road
construction area: "Slow down." I am convinced that one of the reasons we speed our lives up this time of year,
sometimes to the point of exhaustion, is because we are doing so to speed through or around whatever grief,
sadness, or uncomfortable feelings we might be experiencing.
A road sign that is always a welcome sight for our tired eyes is the one that tells us there is a rest area or oasis a
few miles ahead. We are wise to not only slow down during the holidays, but actually create time and space to
stop, breathe, pray, meditate, and recharge on a regular basis.”
So…take a deep breathe, put down your “to do” lists and pray. Then, slow down and savor each moment that
God brings to light. He is AMAZING!
Merry Christmas to you all!

Nurse Marsha

Contact Nurse Marsha
You can reach Nurse Marsha’s office
by calling 920-865-7595, extension 2.
She will return your call during office
hours. You may also send her
questions via email to:
Nursemarsha@peacelc.org .

December Update
The next meeting of Full Circle will be Saturday, December 1st, 9:00 am at Bay Family
Restaurant, Military Ave, Green Bay. The group will prepare lunch and have a meeting
immediately following.
This women's group is focused on outreach into the community with socialization and
prayer. Please join us for a meeting, all are welcome.
If you want to be on the mailing list for the monthly meeting minutes please email
Debbie Sanchez at dsanchez@netnet.net.

Sewing for Smiles
Coats for Kids
Thank you to everyone who participated in this year’s
Coast for Kids drive. Together, we collected 32 coats, 5
pair of snow pants, 3 hats and 3 scarves. Coats will be
distributed to those in need in our community.

Caring Card Ministry
Renee reported sending out 45 cards last month. Corey
Horn’s confirmation group made a beautiful batch of
cards with a packet of shasta daisy seeds in each one
for us to send out! Thank you so much!

This outreach provides dresses and britches for
children in Nicaragua and Haiti. Kits for dresses
are available in the donut room. The October
mission to Haiti was canceled due to unsafe threats
against the medical staff that reside there, so our
bags will be sent in April.

Grocery Challenge Update
“Kick Out Hunger” grocery challenge resulted in
non-perishable good donations to The Pulaski Food
Pantry and The Giving Tree of Howard. Each
pantry received 19 bags of groceries. Thank you for
participating and feeding those less fortunate in our
community.

If you can find a path with no obstacles, it probably doesn’t lead anywhere.
-Frank A. Clark

THE MEN AT PEACE
We will meet Sunday, December 2nd, at 9:00 am in
the Conference Room. ALL men of Peace, who
have ideas for new inter-generational events are
invited or if you just want to get involved with
what is happening, be there.

Bell Ringing
Our congregation and the Men at Peace are supporting
the Salvation Army by ringing the Red Kettle bell at
Woodman’s (liquor entrance) on Saturday, December
8th. Time slots from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm are filled.
Thank you volunteers!

Mauthe Center
The Men at Peace will serve dinner at the Mauthe
Center the third Tuesday of each month, beginning
in February. The dates are: February 19th, March
19th, and April 16th. The Mauthe Center will do
the cooking however the Men at Peace will ask for
desserts from the congregation. A sign up sheet
will be in the donut room later in January.

Saint John Homeless
Shelter
The Men at Peace will be serving Supper at
Saint John Homeless Shelter the second Tuesday
each month. Please see the sign up sheets in the
donut room at church, if you’d like to help serve
the meal or contribute desserts.

Next Meeting
Katie’s Circle will gather on
Tuesday, December 11th, at
1:00 pm in the small fellowship
hall for a light lunch of soup and
bread. Our hostesses are Sandie
Behrendt and Elizabeth Lawler.
Everyone is encouraged to bring something to share, a soup bowl,
and a “pass it on” gift (something you have at home and do not use
but someone else may enjoy) to exchange if they would like. This
is a time for sharing and caring with one another. Everyone is
welcome to join us – you do not need to feel obligated to bring
anything. There will be plenty of good food and fun for everyone.
The plan is to share the devotional “Fear Not” on pages 22 – 27 of
the December Gather magazine. Time permitting, we will discuss
our favorite or most touching articles in the December Gather
magazine.
On Tuesday, January 8, 2019, at 1:00 pm, we will begin a new foursession Bible study by Rev. Julie A. Kanarr. The study is titled
“The Gospel of John: Meetings With Jesus” and will be found in
the Gather magazine. Our hostesses will be Shirley Paulson and
Nancy Hallada. The personal care kit item is towels.

Personal Care Kits
Thank you to everyone who donates to
the personal care kits. In conjuction
with Lutheran World Relief, Personal
Care Kits are shared with people who
have lost everything from a natural
disaster or life-threatening violence.
Give hope through a bar of soap.
Each kit includes:
• One light- or medium-weight
bath-size towel (approx. 52” X 27”),
dark color recommended
• Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of
soap, any brand, in original wrapping
• One adult-size toothbrush in its
original packaging
•

One sturdy wide tooth comb

• One metal nail clippers
Please place donated items in the LWR
basket in the gathering area. Your
contributions to this mission project are
greatly appreciated!

The ladies of Katie’s Circle would like to wish everyone a very
blessed holiday season! HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS!

Book Review
A Baxter Family Christmas
A BAXTER FAMILY CHRISTMAS by Karen Kingsbury
brings the Baxter family back to us. John Baxter has invited
the woman who received his daughter Erin’s heart to the
family Christmas Eve dinner. The family has mixed feelings
about her being there. How are they to embrace her knowing
that she is alive because they lost their sister?

This is yet another wonderful book by Karen Kingsbury. It
was a delight to get reacquainted with the Baxter family and
be reminded of the many ways in which God is involved in
our lives. We also have the next 3 books in the library.
Check them out and enjoy!

LIBRARY
Our church library has many resources
available for the Advent and Christmas
season. There are devotional/activity
books for every day of Advent. There are
books for both young and old that explain
the true meaning of the season. In addition
to books, there are musical cd’s and videos/
DVDs for the season. Stop in and check
out what is available. Reading, music, and
videos are always wonderful ways in which
to relax during the holidays.

Communion Assistants:

Coordinators - Dennis & Phyllis Hoppe (869-1403)
2 - 8:00: Eilene Thormodsgard, Gary & Karen Forehand, Kevin Johnson
9:20: Linda Will, Jorge & Deb Sanchez, Sandy Yates
10:30: Amy Bjorkland, Amy Williams, Amy Kopp, Al Williams
16 - 8:00: Eilene Thormodsgard, Dennis Schwenke, Lou & Kathryn Hobyan
9:20: Linda Will, Rosie Wiand, Jorge & Deb Sanchez
10:30: Children's Christmas Program

Ushers:
2 - 8:00: Dennis & Phyllis Hoppe
9:20: Jim & Heidi Bruckert
10:30: Sharon Barchacky
9 - 8:00: Scott & Jenny Peterson
9:20: open
10:30: Brent & Brenda Fruechte
16 - 8:00: Bruce & Dolores Sorensen
9:20: open
10:30: Sunday School Program
23 - 8:00: Gaynell & Mary Pasch
9:20: Sharon Barchacky
10:30: Sharon Barchacky
24 - 3:00: open
5:00: Dennis & Phyllis Hoppe
7:00: open
9:00: Gary & Karen Forehand
30 - 9:30: Jeff & Jill Miller

Audio/Visual:
2 - 8:00: open
9:20: Mark Leidig
10:30: Dawn Clark
9 - 8:00: Jim LaFond
9:20: Loren Fuglestad
10:30: open
16 - 8:00: Jim LaFond
9:20: open
10:30: open
23 - 8:00: open
9:20: Loren Fuglestad
10:30: open
30 - 9:30: open

If you would like to be trained to
work on the Audio/Visual team, please
contact Jim Justman at 865-7595 or
email him at jim@peacelc.org
Nursery Care Team:
Hannah Dornfeld, Courtney Faucett, Samantha
Faucett, Emily Faucett, Julia Johnson

Serving
us in

December

Acolytes:

Coordinator: Melissa Lynch
2 - 8:00: Hayden Socha/ Sarah Johnson
9:20: Cadon Baade/ Evan Nagel
10:30: Lauren Binkowski/ Annika Kasuboski
9 - 8:00: Alyssa Bjorklund/ Jack Kopp
9:20: Samuel Bloesl/ Ava Zietlow
10:30: Nyle Britenfeldt/ Jacey Lenz
16 - 8:00: Kaitlyn Brodhagen/ Maccoy Matuszak
9:20: Alex Brunette/ Connor McNamee
10:30: Children’s Sunday School Program
23 - 8:00: Caitlin Drevs/ Claire McNeil
9:20: Hunter Edwin/ Samuel Nelson
10:30: Caden Haag/ Brayden P elot
30 - 9:30: Kayli Hansen/ Madeline Thoreson
Complete winter schedule is at www.peacelc.org
under “Acolyte Schedule”.

Altar Committee:
Judy Brandemuhl

Greeters:
2 - 8:00: Jenny & Scott Peterson
9:20: Karyn & Eric St. Aubin
10:30: The Huber Family
9 - 8:00: Ted & Lisa Juszczyk
9:20: Confirmation 8th Boys Gold Group
10:30: Tom & Joyce Beyer
16 - 8:00: Dennis & Nancy Schwenke
9:20: Charlene Busch
10:30: Sunday School Program
23 - 8:00: Bruce & Dolores Sorensen
9:20: open
10:30: open
24 - 3:00: open
5:00: Carla OConnor and Betty Raether
7:00: Laura Ruotsala
9:00: open
30 - 9:30: open

December EVENTS

